where they were damaged by the rains, to extend his
system of 'listeners', or defensive mines, and to
retrench the south-west angle of Gubbins' post,
where conditions were not favourable for counter-
mining. By now the engineers were convinced that
the enemy's miners would never succeed in making
another breach, though the local garrisons did not
always share their confidence.
The enemy's gunners had still concentrated on
Gubbins7 post, both from the south and south-west
and from the north, until all the upper rooms had to
be vacated, their occupants being divided between
the lower storeys of the same house, the Brigade
Mess, Ommanney's house, and the BegamKothi.
The lower storeys were unpleasantly crowded, the
rooms in which the women lived being small and
low. The men slept in the porch, in the hall, which
was not safe from roundshot, and on the table and
floor in the dining-room. The enemy's shot was col-
lected regularly and sent across to the magazine.
One day a 21-pound shot was known to have entered
the house but could not be accounted for, until, some
days later, Chivers, Mrs Gubbins' maid, was sent
upstairs to move a small trunk 5 surprised to find it
so heavy, she unlocked it and found the shot resting
on top of the other contents.
Day by day it became harder to find enough
effective labour to countermine, repair the works,
handle stores, shift guns when necessary, throw up
barricades, and bury corpses. Not only had sickness
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